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DETAILED ACTION 

• This action is responsive to the following communication: Amendment after 
non-final rejection filed on 12/11/2007. 

• Claims 1-4, and 6-13 are now pending in the present application. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 12/1 1/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues on page 6, that Austin fails to disclose "wherein the base 
medium is moved along a first axis through or past the apparatus, and at least a part of 
the memory tag write device required for communication with the memory tao is 
moveable relative to the base medium back and forth along a second axis substantially 
perpendicular to the first axis " as recited in claims 1 and 11. Applicant asserts this 
merely based on the reasoning that the examiner asserted in the previous office action 
that element 44 of Austin (cited for memory tag write device) moves back and forth on 
an axis perpendicular to the base medium, wherein there is no support found in the 
disclosure of Austin which supports such movement. Hence, applicant concludes that 
Austin fails to disclose the above argued limitations. Applicant does not provide any 
further arguments as to why Austin fails to disclose the above argued limitations. 

In reply, the examiner respectfully disagrees and asserts that Austin does 
disclose all the limitations of the claims 1 and 11 as claimed. 

The claims 1 and 11 clearly recite " at least a part of the memory tag write 
device required for communication with the memory tag is moveable relative to the base 
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medium back and forth along a second axis substantially perpendicular to the first axis". 
The examiner further asserts that as its claimed, examiner cited that the part of the 
memory tag device (supply roller 34, see figure 2 of Austin) required for communication 
with the memory tag moves back and forth on an axis perpendicular to the base 
medium in the previous office action. It's the supply roller 34, a part of the memory tag 
write device required for communication with the memory tag moves back and forth 
(see rejections below for further support and explanation), examiner never stated that 
element 44 moves back and forth on an axis perpendicular to the base medium . 

Hence, applicant's arguments are both invalid and found not persuasive. There 
were no further assertions from the applicant that why Austin fails to disclose the above 
argued limitations, therefore the rejections from previous office action are proper and 
repeated below. 

Double Patenting Rejection 

Previous double patenting rejection(s) to claims are withdrawn in view of the 
terminal disclaimer filed by the applicant. 

Examiner Notes 

Examiner cites particular columns and line numbers in the references as applied 
to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified citations 
are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations 
within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is 
respectfully requested that, in preparing responses, the applicant fully consider the 
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references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well 
as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country 
or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application 
for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-2, 6-8, and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Austin et al., US 6,645,327. 

Re claim 1, Austin discloses an apparatus for data printing (see fig. 2) and data 
writing to a memory tag on or in a base medium (see fig. 2; column 5, line 47-column 7, 
line 39), the apparatus having a print head (see element 12, fig. 2) for printing onto the 
base medium (see element 100, fig. 2), and a memory tag write device (see element 44, 
fig. 2) for data writing to the memory tag (i.e. RF tags) on or in the base medium (see 
fig. 2; column 5, line 47-column 7, line 50), wherein the base medium is moved along a 
first axis (right to left axis, see fig. 2) through or past the apparatus (see fig. 2; column 5, 
line 47-column 7, line 50), and at least a part of the memory tag write device (i.e. supply 
roller 34, figure 2) required for communication with the memory tag is moveable relative 
to the base medium (see element 110, fig. 2) back and forth along a second axis (i.e. 
into and out of the page when looking at figure 2) substantially perpendicular to the first 
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axis (see column 5, line 47-column 7, line 50, note that the roller 34 moves along the 
axis (clockwise or counterclockwise) pointing into and out of the page (the z axis) when 
looking at figure 2. The roller 34 moves on an axis into and out of the page (the z-axis), 
which is perpendicular to the right to left axis (the x-axis) that the base medium moves 
along). 

Re claim 2, Austin further discloses the print head (element 12, fig. 2) is 
moveable relative to the base medium and moves back and forth along a third axis (into 
and out of the page, when looking at figure 2) substantially perpendicular to the first axis 
(see figure 2; column 5, line 47-column 7, line 50, note that the print head 12 moves on 
an axis into and out of the page (the z-axis), which is perpendicular to the right to left 
axis (the x-axis) that the base medium moves along. The first axis can be considered as 
the x-axis while the third axis can be the z-axis, these axes are perpendicular, by 
definition). 

Re claim 6, Austin further discloses the memory tag write device (element 240, 
fig. 12) is a memory tag read/write device (see column 10, line 54-column 12, line 65), 
such that the data written to the memory tags can be read and checked after being 
written (see column 10, line 54-column 12, line 65). 

Re claim 7, Austin further discloses the memory tag write device (element 240, 
fig. 12) is a memory tag read/write device (see column 10, line 54-column 12, line 65), 
such that data written to memory tags on previously printed base medium can be read 
from those memory tags when the previously printed base medium is moved through or 
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past the apparatus (see figures 8-9, 12; column 7, lines 25-30; column 10, line 54- 
column 12, line 65). 

Re claim 8, Austin further discloses the data once read is used to print additional 
copies of the previously printed base medium (column 10, line 54-column 12, line 17). 

Re claim 1 1 , claim 1 1 recites similar features as claims 1 & 2 above and is 
rejected on the same grounds. 

Re claim 12, Austin discloses a method of printing onto a base medium (see 
figure 2) and writing to a memory tag (see 112, fig. 2) on or in the base medium (see 
column 5, line 47-column 7, line 50) comprising the steps of: i) feeding the base medium 
along a first axis (right to left axis, fig. 2) past a print head (see 12, fig. 2); ii) printing 
onto the base medium (see column 5, line 47-column 7, line 50); iii) feeding the base 
medium past a memory tag write device (see 44, fig. 2) (see column 5, line 47-column 
7, line 50); iv) moving the memory tag write device (see 44, fig. 2) along a second axis 
(i.e. into and out of the page, when looking at figure 2) substantially perpendicular to the 
first axis (right to left axis, fig. 2) to the location of a memory tag in or on the base 
medium (see figure 2; column 5, line 47-column 7, line 50, note that the write head 44 
moves on an axis into and out of the page (the z-axis), which is perpendicular to the 
right to left axis (the x-axis) that the base medium moves along. The first axis can be 
considered as the x-axis while the third axis can be the z-axis, these axes are 
perpendicular, by definition), and v) writing data to the memory tag in or on the base 
medium (see column 5, line 47-column 7, line 50). 
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Re claim 13. Austin further discloses it further includes the step of moving the 
print head (12, fig. 2) relative to the base medium see column 5, line 47-column 7, line 
50) along a third axis (i.e. into and out of the page axis of figure 2) substantially 
perpendicular to the first axis (right to left axis, fig. 2) in order to print onto the base 
medium in required locations (see column 5, line 47-column 7, line 50). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 3-4, and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable 
over Austin etal., US 6,645,327 in view of Hohberger etal. US 6,857,714. 

Re claim 3, Austin further discloses the print head and the part of the memory tag 
write device are connected together (see figures 1-2; column 5, line 47-column 7, line 
39, note that elements 12 and 44 (or 34) are connected together and are part of the 
same housing). Austin further discloses that print head 12 moves relative to the base 
medium along a third axis (into and out the page, when looking at fig. 2) (see figure 2; 
column 5, line 47-column 7, line 50). 
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Austin fails to explicitly disclose that print head and part of the memory tag write 
device moves in unison along the second axis and third axis. 

However, Hohberger teaches that print head (see print head 18, fig. 21) and part 
of the memory tag write device (see elements 320, 330, fig. 21, note that these supply 
mechanisms are part of the memory write device (i.e. print head)) moves in unison 
along the second axis (up and down in figs 21 and 22) and third axis (into and out of the 
page axis of figure 21 ) (see column 18, line 63-column 1 9, line 50). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention to modify the RF tag application system as disclosed by Austin to 
include the apparatus for applying RFID labels as taught by Hohberger for the benefit of 
"selectively incorporating a value-adding element such as, for example, a radio 
frequency identification (hereinafter called RFID) transponder with individual media 
samples on a programmed, on-demand basis" as taught by Hohberger at column 1 , 
lines 14-26. 

Re claim 4, Austin further discloses the print head (12, fig. 2) and the part of the 
memory tag write device (44 or 34, fig. 2) are amalgamated into a single unit (see 
figures 1-2; column 5, line 47-column 7, line 39, note that elements 12 and 44 (or 34) 
are part of the same housing). 

Austin fails to explicitly disclose that the second and third axes coincide. 

However, Hohberger teaches that the second and third axes coincide (i.e. 
happen together) (see figure 21-22, and discussion of claim 3 above). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention to modify the RF tag application system as disclosed by Austin to 
include the apparatus for applying RFID labels as taught by Hohberger for the benefit of 
"selectively incorporating a value-adding element such as, for example, a radio 
frequency identification (hereinafter called RFID) transponder with individual media 
samples on a programmed, on-demand basis" as taught by Hohberger at column 1 , 
lines 14-26. 

Re claim 9, Austin failed to further disclose it is adapted to handle base medium 
in loose sheet form, which passes through the apparatus. 

However, Hohberger discloses it is adapted to handle base medium in loose 
sheet form (i.e. discrete media), which passes through the apparatus (see column 11, 
lines 24-43). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention to modify the RF tag application system as disclosed by Austin to 
include the apparatus for applying RFID labels as taught by Hohberger for the benefit of 
"selectively incorporating a value-adding element such as, for example, a radio 
frequency identification (hereinafter called RFID) transponder with individual media 
samples on a programmed, on-demand basis" as taught by Hohberger at column 1 , 
lines 14-26. 
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Re claim 10, Austin further discloses, "Label media and the material used to 
produce it typically include label stock, made from paper or plastic (see column 1, lines 
46-48). 

Austin failed to further disclose it is adapted to handle loose sheets of paper or 
like material. 

However, Hohberger discloses it is adapted to handle loose sheets (i.e. discrete 
media) of paper or like material (i.e. plastic) (see column 1 1 , lines 24-43). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention to modify the RF tag application system as disclosed by Austin to 
include the apparatus for applying RFID labels as taught by Hohberger for the benefit of 
"selectively incorporating a value-adding element such as, for example, a radio 
frequency identification (hereinafter called RFID) transponder with individual media 
samples on a programmed, on-demand basis" as taught by Hohberger at column 1, 
lines 14-26. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PAWANDEEP S. DHINGRA whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-1231 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:30-7:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler L. Haskins can be reached on 571-272-7406. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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